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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [5.25 pm]:  I move - 

That the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 14 November 2000 at 2.00 pm. 

Members will realise that the Government intends that the House will adjourn for three weeks before returning 
for a further two weeks’ sitting.  The effect of that will be to cancel what was scheduled to be the first week of 
the final session for the year.  The principal reason for the Government’s decision is the large backlog of 
legislation in the upper House.  The Government is keen to get through as much legislation as possible; however, 
the reality is that any further legislation passing through this place will be unlikely to proceed far in the upper 
House.  There are 36 Bills before the Legislative Council.  Of those, 26 have been passed by this House.  An 
enormous backlog has developed. 

Mr Ripper:  Hon Norman Moore is not handling matters very well. 

Mr BARNETT:  Members must look at the reality of the situation in the other House.  This Government has not 
passed as many Bills this year as would normally be the case, although I acknowledge that it is a pre-election 
year.  The upper House spent 17 hours over 19 days debating the Address-in-Reply, but only four members have 
given a response to the Address-in-Reply.  The balance of the time has been spent debating amendments moved 
by the Opposition.  Since August, the Legislative Council has sat for approximately 100 hours, whereas this 
House has sat for 133 hours.  That one-third difference between the sitting times of the Council and the 
Assembly partly explains the imbalance in the amount of legislation each House has passed.  It is a concern to 
the Government and to the effective operation of this Parliament. 

The Government still has important legislation on the Notice Paper, and it intends to use the remaining two 
weeks to their full capacity.  When we return, I will move to reduce private members’ time to an hour and a half, 
as has been the convention of this Government.  We have been far more generous than previous Governments by 
reducing, rather than terminating, private members’ time. 

Since we returned, 856 Assembly questions on notice have been asked.  Of those, 424 - approximately half - 
have been answered.  I take it upon myself to do all that is possible to ensure that all questions asked before 5.00 
pm tonight are answered.  I make no such commitment about questions asked after this time; however, ministers 
will be encouraged to answer whatever questions they can.  As Leader of the House, I will endeavour to make 
sure that all the questions that have already been asked are answered prior to this Parliament’s adjournment for 
the summer period. 

The Government’s intention will probably not be to the liking of the Opposition, but it would be pointless to 
continue to pass legislation when there is a 36-Bill backlog in the other House. 

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [5.29 pm]:  The Leader of the House was correct when he said his plans would not 
be to the liking of the Opposition.  The Opposition will not support the adjournment in this form.  The Leader of 
the House did not mention that 35 government Bills are on the Notice Paper in this House.  They have not been 
dealt with.  It is not a matter of blaming the leader in the other place for the lack of progress; this Government 
has not made sufficient progress with the Bills introduced in this Chamber.  The Criminal Property Confiscation 
Bill, which this House has been dealing with for some weeks, has been delayed because of dissension within the 
Government’s ranks.  It has caused an inordinate amount of time to be spent on the Bill.  The Opposition has not 
set out to thwart or delay the Bill.  The Government is in decay.  It is unable to address the issues which are 
important to the people of Western Australia, and it wishes to scurry out of the Parliament.  This Government 
has played catch-up politics time after time.  It is unable to deal with issues.  When the Opposition submits 
proposals to deal with issues, the Government takes them up and claims them as its own.  One has only to look at 
the issue of street prostitution:  The Opposition introduced a Bill to enable something to be done.  The 
Government stated that extra police numbers were not needed.  The Opposition put on record that it would 
increase police numbers if elected as the next Government.  The Government then decided that more police were 
needed.  The Opposition decided that something must be done to make it easier for people to buy gas-powered 
vehicles, so that problems affecting fuel pricing and the environment could be addressed.  Upon seeing the 
Opposition's proposals, the Government took them up.  The Government is bereft of ideas and unable to handle 
the major issues that confront the people of Western Australia.  I remind members that one sitting week has 
already been removed from the calendar this year because the Government did not have its business ready.   

The Government is incapable of dealing with petrol pricing.  It is incapable of taking up the excellent 
recommendations in the parliamentary committee report.  The Government is embarrassed that the report is now 
in the Parliament, and it is unable to answer questions and unwilling to deal with the matter in any substantive 
way.  Day after day we see the evolving crisis in the State’s health system.  People say it is time the minister is 
replaced by someone who can deal with the issues affecting our hospitals.  The Government is embarrassed to 
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come into the Parliament and front up to the questions asked by the Opposition about its total mishandling of the 
health system. 

We see a misuse by the Government of statistics on the crime rates.  It does not fool anybody.  The Government 
is yet to get through its Criminal Property Confiscation Bill.  The House has been debating it for some time.  The 
Government is yet to introduce the much-promised DNA legislation.  It is yet to introduce the Police Service Bill 
that it promised four years ago.  I am keen to see occupational health and safety aspects extended to the Police 
Service.  The list goes on and on.  The Government is unable to bring legislation into the Parliament.  It wants to 
run away from the Parliament, as it does not want to be accountable to the people.  Only this week has the total 
inability of the Anti-Corruption Commission to deal properly with issues of corruption in the State been brought 
to the Parliament’s attention.  There is a forgery case involving the office of a government backbencher.  There 
are matters of forgery in Liberal Party branches in the Premier’s electorate.  The finance broking scandal drags 
on day after day, week after week.  It is no wonder that the Government wants to get out of the Parliament. 

Major projects have been bungled or distorted due to wrong political priorities.  There is dissension in the ranks 
of the Government over the Derby tidal power project.  The convention and exhibition centre is suffering from 
the tawdry events that are affecting the finalisation of the contract.  It poses problems for the people of this State.  
I could go on about the failures of this Government and the reasons it wishes not to sit an additional week.  The 
Animal Welfare Bill should be dealt with now. 

Mr Barnett:  There has already been 20 hours’ worth of debate on the Animal Welfare Bill.  If the Opposition's 
boy wonder can focus himself, the House may be able to progress the Bill. 

Mr KOBELKE:  I give an undertaking that if the Parliament is given a further three hours to debate the Bill, it 
will get through the consideration in detail stage.  The Bill has been brought on only as a second-rate issue to 
date.  It has been used as a filler.  Not enough time has been allocated to deal with the Bill.  It is an important 
Bill to many people in Western Australia.  It is a further example of why the House should sit an additional 
week. 

Mr Prince:  The member for Wagin will speak on the Animal Welfare Bill. 

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister is trying hard to make me back off.   

Amendment to Motion 
Mr KOBELKE:  I move - 

That the motion be amended by deleting “14” and substituting “7”.   

It would mean the House would sit on 7 November, as originally recorded in the sitting program.  The extra 
week will enable the House to progress the Animal Welfare Bill, complete the passage of the Criminal Property 
Confiscation Bill and deal with some of the remaining 35 Bills sitting on the Notice Paper.  The Opposition 
wants to use the forum of the Parliament to make this Government accountable for its poor stewardship of 
government in the State. 

The SPEAKER:  Order members!  The House has seen a positive example of how debate can proceed.  There are 
limited opportunities for debate of this motion.  I hope the member for Armadale was paying attention. 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [5.35 pm]:  The Speaker’s words of caution are not necessary, as I will focus 
directly on the need for members to return to Parliament to debate legislation.  The Parliament should be aware 
that for the past four months the Minister for Planning has been advising the planning community that the reason 
his fantastic ministerial appeals legislation - the legislation that purports to repeal the institution of ministerial 
appeals - has not been passed into law is because the Opposition has been filibustering.   

Several members interjected. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Let us look at the facts.  They are a complete disgrace.  The minister promised the 
legislation in September 1997.  It took him two years to bring the legislation into the House.  That was in June 
1999.  It then languished on the Notice Paper for nine months.  It did not even get a mention for nine months!  
The second reading debate was held in March.  The debate was completed within two days.  The Bill has been 
considered in detail for a total of seven hours.  It has not been listed for debate in the House since March.  Some 
people would argue that the minister is a confirmed liar. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  There are many ways in which members test and challenge the standing orders.  I ask 
the member to withdraw the comment. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  I withdraw the remark. 
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Debate Resumed 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  The minister has grossly misled the public.  The reality is that he and the Leader of the 
House know the legislation is highly flawed.  It has virtually no support from the community.  It is opposed by 
the Western Australian Municipal Association, the legal profession and the planning industry.  The only excuse 
the minister can drum up for the legislation not having come before the House since March - after it was given 
only three days’ airing - is to claim that the Opposition is filibustering.  The minister knows that the legislation 
will never pass.  It does not bother him because he thinks the ministerial appeals system is adequate.  He is 
pushing the legislation only because it has become a political liability and he must be seen to be going through 
the motions.  We need to come back to Parliament to see whether the Leader of the House is prepared to give 
this dodgy legislation more airplay, which would allow the Opposition to continue to expose its stupidity.  That 
legislation must be judged on its merits and not on the Minister for Planning’s misrepresentations of the case. 

MR RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.40 pm]:  The Leader of the House has outlined a 
problem of this Government.  The upper House has sat 33 hours less than this House.  The upper House has yet 
to deal with 26 Bills that were passed by this House.  It is interesting to hear the judgment of the Leader of the 
House on the performance of his colleague, Hon Norman Moore.  However, his answer to the problem is wrong.  
If the upper House has fallen behind, he should not let this House match its dismal performance.  Let that House 
catch up.  The upper House could sit for one or two of the next two weeks to make up some of the 33 hours that 
it has not sat, and to deal with some of the legislation that this House has dealt with.  This House could come 
back on 7 November, as suggested by the member for Nollamara, the manager of opposition business, and 
continue with its important work.  In particular, this House could come back in that week, which the Leader of 
the House now seems to think is clear, and it could deal with an important issue that is dominating the minds and 
the pockets of the people of Western Australia - the issue of petrol prices.  This House could deal with the 
recommendations of the bipartisan Select Committee on Petroleum Products Pricing in Western Australia.  This 
House could come back in the week the minister does not want it to sit, the legislation could be drafted in the 
next two weeks, and the House could pass into law the recommendations of the select committee on fuel pricing.  
The Government should do that if it wants to convince the community that it is dinkum about the issue of fuel 
prices.  It can no longer argue that there is no parliamentary time to deal with this important issue.  The Leader 
of the House has just cleared a full week.  He has told the public and the Parliament that the Government does 
not need that week for its legislative program.  That week is available for the priority of the public, which is new 
laws on petrol prices.  The select committee, which included three colleagues of the Leader of the House, made 
recommendations on that.  Why not act on those recommendations?  Instead, a silly six-week deadline is given 
to the oil companies.  When that period expires, the Parliament will no longer be sitting.  The oil companies will 
be terrified of that!  They will wait six weeks until the Parliament is not sitting and there will be no chance for 
any laws to be introduced to implement the recommendations of the select committee on fuel prices.  There is a 
reason that the Government has chosen the option put forward by the Leader of the House and not the option that 
I have put forward.  The first option is for the upper House to sit an extra week and for this House to return on 7 
November, thereby giving the upper House time to catch up and this House the opportunity to debate legislation 
on fuel prices.  Option two has been put forward by the Leader of the House.  It would mean no further sittings 
for the upper House and this House would slow down, including taking a week off.   

Why would the Government choose that option?  I will tell the House why.  The Government has taken a 
battering in this House day in, day out and week in, week out.  The Government has made this decision to 
protect two ministers.  The Government wants to protect the Minister for Fair Trading from any more questions 
from the member for Fremantle, and the Minister for Health from any more questions from the member for 
Thornlie.  Both those ministers have been struggling and are an embarrassment to this Government.  One of 
those ministers should no longer be a minister.  The Minister for Fair Trading should no longer be in his 
position.  If he had any respect for ministerial responsibility he would have resigned.  The other minister is 
struggling with the problem of confidence.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Things were going well for a while but all of a sudden this House entered into a debate 
that covers all sorts of things other than the motion and, specifically, the amendment that has been moved.  I did 
have a statement just in case.  I could read it out but I think I have made my point. 

Mr RIPPER:  Thank you for your guidance Mr Speaker.  I have demonstrated my point that the Government 
does not want this House to return on 7 November because the Government does not want scrutiny of the 
Minister for Health or further pressure on the Minister for Fair Trading.  This House should return on 7 
November and the upper House should sit an additional week.  This Parliament should use the week that has 
been set aside by the Leader of the House to deal with the first priority of the Western Australian community; 
that is, laws to implement the bipartisan recommendations of the select committee on fuel prices. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
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Motion Resumed 
Question put and passed.   

House adjourned at 5.46 pm 
__________  

 


